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EDUCATIONAL
GOALS

This event portrays a history of Filipino
nurses from American colonization to
the present-day Filipino diaspora in the
United States, specifically in Virginia. By
viewing the hidden narratives of these
nurses in the Commonwealth, we hope
to: 

     At the end of the Spanish American War in 1898, the Philippines became an American colony,
and the importation of professional nursing served as an early tool to support the modernization
of Philippine society and the cultural transformation of Filipino women's role in the public sphere.
These women used nursing as a vehicle for social mobility, as the nurse's white cap enabled
them unparalleled opportunities abroad. Throughout the 20th century, primary modes of
migration for Filipino nurses to the United States shifted and can be historically viewed via three
time periods: pre-1950, 1950-1990, and post-1990. Throughout these periods, Filipino nurses faced
and shared distinct, yet similar challenges through the contexts of race, place, and space while
acculturating into mainstream American culture.

     The subject matter lies at an intersection among the two foremost debated areas in public
policy in the U.S.—healthcare and immigration. Historically, the recruitment of internationally
educated nurses has helped ameliorate shortages of nurses at American hospitals. Through the
latter half of the 20th century onwards, the Philippines has remained the largest exporter of
nurses to the U.S., with remittances from Filipino nurses abroad largely impacting the country’s
gross domestic product. Although the Philippines' cultural environment continues to support the
emigration of nurses abroad, since the 1990’s, fluctuating U.S. policies regulating migration and
the recruitment of internationally educated nurses have directly impacted both the Philippine's
nursing profession and economy. The legacy of American colonialism continues to be felt as
Filipino nurses remain hidden agents within the historical backdrop of nursing and Virginia.

Connect people and ideas to inspire
engagement and deepen mutual
understanding.
Analyze the intersection of
nursing, migration, and race.
Recognize the rich cultural diversity of
Virginia and the contributions of Filipinos
to the American nursing profession and
the Commonwealth.
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ITINERARY

Speakers

Panelists

Teresa Gonzalvo, MPA, BSN, RN, CPHQ, ACM
 Emcee
 
Angel Deguzman, ADN, RN        Hi-Lo Donato, BSN, RN, CGRN
Current PNAVA President         Former PNAVA President
 
Dr. Barbra Mann Wall, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Director of the Bjoring Center for Nursing Historical Inquiry
 
Ren Capucao, MSN, RN, CNL, PhD Student 
Project Director, Nurse Historian, PNAVA Newsletter Editor

Ren Capucao
Estelita Davis
Peregrin Francisco
Araceli Marcial
Isabelita Paler

History Banners

Migration
Map Activity
Plot/view the
journey of Filipino
nurses to Virginia.

Learn about the histories of
American nursing and the
Filipino nurse diaspora in the
United States and Virginia.

Watch the recollections of
Filipino nurses who settled in
Virginia within the broader
histories of nursing,
healthcare, and immigration..

Oral Histories Film

GUEST WELCOME
& EXHIBITIONS

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
& OPENING REMARKS

FILM SCREENING

Q&A PANEL  &
CLOSING REMARKS

10:00am - 
11:15am

11:15am - 
11:45am

12:45am - 
2:00pm

11:45am - 
12:45pm

&

Explore the migration
of a Filipino nurse
during the early 20th
century.

Empress of
Russia Gallery
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THE PHILIPPINE NURSES
ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA,

INC.(PNAVA)
As a chapter the Philippine Nurses Association of America, Inc., the official professional organization
of Filipino-American nurses in the U.S., the PNAVA focuses its parent organization's mission at the

state level to uphold the positive image and welfare of its constituent members, promote
professional excellence, and contribute to significant outcomes to healthcare and society. To learn

more, visit pnava.org.

     As one of the largest state humanities council in the U.S., Virginia Humanities reaches millions
in its estimated annual audience through festivals, grants, fellowships, digital initiatives, teacher
institutes, radio programs, podcasts, apprenticeships, and school programs. Headquartered at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia Humanities works to serve Virginians in every
corner of the Commonwealth. To learn more, visit VirginiaHumanities.org.

 

     Through this public service, the principal aim of this program is to address, in an objective and
nonpartisan context, topics of concern and interest to citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
The views and opinions expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of Virginia
Humanities, its contributors, or its supporting agencies.

     The Eleanor Crowder Bjoring Center for
Nursing Historical Inquiry was established at the
University of Virginia in 1991 to support historical
scholarship in nursing. Dedicated to the
preservation and study of nursing history, the
Bjoring Center collects historical materials,
promotes nursing history scholarship, and
disseminates historical research findings. To learn
more, visit nursing.virginia.edu/nursing-history/.

     The Council of United Filipino
Organizations of Tidewater, Inc, was
founded in 1976. Its primary mission is to
preserve and perpetuate Philippine culture
and traditions, extended through its
establishment of the Philippine Cultural
Center of Virginia. To learn more, visit
philippineculturalcenter.org.


